Janet Lee Ellis
November 30, 1956 - February 26, 2022

COLUMBUS, OHIO - Janet L. Ellis, age 65, died on Saturday, February 26, 2022 at
Brookdale Muirfield in Dublin after a courageous battle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease).Born November 30, 1956 in Shelby, Ohio, to Robert and Mary (Linn) Ellis. She
lived the majority of her adulthood in Columbus. Jan graduated from Shelby High School
in 1975. After earning a master’s degree from The Ohio State University, Jan taught for
23 years, primarily at McCord Middle School in Worthington, and spent her last seven
years before retirement working as the Media Specialist at Kilbourne High School also in
Worthington. After retiring from education, she split her time between her two homes in
Loudonville, Ohio and Blue Grass, Virginia. In Blue Grass she volunteered her time at the
Highland County Library and the Highland County Humane Society. She fell in love with
the beauty of this area and was known to ride her motorcycle to and from the library.Jan
was a member of the St. Matthew Episcopal Church. She loved reading, antiquing, and
traveling. She traveled all over, but her most beloved destination was England. She hiked
through Britain and loved visiting castles and churches throughout her travels. Jan was a
caretaker at heart. She would do anything for anyone. She spent a large portion of her
retirement taking care of family members who had become terminally ill. Jan held
friendships very near and dear to her heart. Janet will be missed by her beloved dog,
Hamish, who brought her great comfort when she needed it most. In addition to her
father, Jan is survived by her brother Robert Ellis and wife Peggy of Ashland; her sister
Jennifer Ellis of Mansfield; and numerous nieces, nephews, and other relatives. She is
preceded in death by her mother Mary in 2017; brother William in 2015; and sister
Elizabeth in 2019. Jan and her family would like to thank the hospice staff of Brookdale.
They were so calming and gentle in her time of need. Not only did they comfort Jan, but
they also were a great comfort to the family. A special thanks to Jan’s McCord teaching
friends who were able to be there for Jan during her last two weeks and also her
wonderful friends in Virginia, especially the Cornelius and Meier families who she loved
and loved her dearly. “What we have once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose,
for all that we love deeply becomes a part of us.” - Helen Keller.Per Jan’s wishes funeral
services will not be observed. A private family service will be held at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Doctors Without Borders, an

organization cherished by Janet.
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I am so sorry to hear of Janet's passing. She was the first teacher I had when my
family moved to Worthington in the late '80s.
I will never forget her kindness and sense of humor. When I saw her at WKHS 10
years or so ago, she went to her office and showed me a yearbook picture I gave
her some 20 years earlier. She had kept that simple gift all those years.
She is (not was) one of a kind, and I'm confident I will see her again some day.
Chris Lowe - May 27 at 06:14 PM

